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Test Valley Community Woodfair 2007 
 

HCCG was well represented at the eighth annual 

Community Woodfair organised by Test Valley 

Borough Councilôs Countryside Officers in Zion-

shill Copse Local Nature Reserve on Saturday 1st 

September 2007. Seven of our members were 

among the 30 or so exhibitors demonstrating a wide 

range of traditional woodland management tech-

niques from days gone by, together with lots of in-

teresting and entertaining activities. 
 

Zionshill Copse, part of the ancient semi-natural 

woodland complex which surrounds the housing 

development of Valley Park, north of Chandlers 

Ford, is a good venue for town and country to meet. 

Although the copse looks well-used the Friends of 

the Park are busy with hedging and other mainte-

nance tasks to conserve and improve the woodland 

habitat. Throughout the day on Saturday 1 Septem-

ber there was a steady stream of visitors, a lot of 

questions and a buzz of activity.  
 

So, who was 

there? Melvin 

Miles usually 

hard at it making 

spars was caught, 

arms folded, 

deep in conver-

sation with a 

group of visitors.  

Alan and Jo 

Waters were 

making and sell-

ing besoms. 

Next door Nick 

Dowling and 

Bill Moore were 

bagging char-

coal from a burn 

started last Thursday evening; this was produced 

from wood harvested in Zionshill Copse and was 

being sold to raise funds for the Friends of the Park.  

Dave Partridge made a hurdle .  
 

Les Brannon laid a hedge while Toni minded the 

stall where Les always has an interesting range of 

coppice products for sale and Dave Lister, ,just for a 

change, was making a 

gate hurdle. Pete Jameson 

demonstrated the art of 

the rakemaker. 
 

Phil Allen had his stock 

knife on the go making 

tent pegs but the camera 

caught him definitely 

showing an improvement 

in his hoop-making skills. 

Tony Hales 

Hazel Rods Average Price guide for 2008, by J. 

Howe 

Please note that this list is an approximate guide only. Cir-

cumstances may dictate that you have to double your 

prices, for instance when providing products to urgent 

deadlines. Likewise off loading stock may require a price 

reduction. 

 
Description  Length/Diameter Price 

 

Hurdles  

Splitting rods  8ô ï 10ô / Ĳò - 1ıò butt 38p each 

Round Rods  8ô ï 10ô / İ ñ -  Ĳò butt 24p each 

Sails   6ô6ò / 1ıò butt   48p each 

 

Hedge Laying  

Stakes   5ô ï 5ô6ò / 1İò ï 2ò butt 42p each 

Binders   10ô ï 12ô / Ĳò butt  38p each 

 

Spar Gads  

Sawn ends preferred 30ò / Ĳò - 1İò   10-13p  

       each 

Spars       10p each 

 

Fencing rods  

Continuous woven (round) 8ô ï 10ô / Ĳò - 1ıò butt 38p each 

Faggots  2m x 0.5 m   £5 each 

 

Bean Sticks      £8.00/20 

Pea Sticks      £6.00/20 

See article on next page 



Events 

 

13th April  Bursledon Brickworks. All   

   steamed up and traditional   

   crafts. Contact Toni Brannon. 

 

11th May  Greening Fair, Sustainability  

   Centre, East Meon. Contact direct. 

 

17th May  Sparsholt. HCC show about   

   Heritage. Demonstrators  

   needed. Contact Phil Allen 

 

27th-30th May Birdworld Farmers Week. Con 

   tact Toni Brannon 

 

12-13th July QECP Country Fair. Contact Chris  

   Westcott 

 

19th July  Curdridge Show Contact Toni  

   Brannon. Expenses. 

 

30th August Zionshill Copse. Contact Boyce  

   Jeffery 01264 368803 or Jim  

   Adkins 01264 368811 

 

For contact numbers see Management Committee. 

Tenax Deer Fencing 

 

This is still available to members of Hampshire 

Coppice Craftsmenôs Group at Ã80.54 per 1.8m x 

100m roll. This is a saving of 35% on the stan-

dard price, so well worth paying your Subscrip-

tion, without the other benefits. 

 

Cheques should be made payable to Hampshire 

County Council. 

National Beanpole Week 

 

The Small Woods Association have come up with 

the idea of National Beanpole Week to advertise 

the use of hazel rods instead of bamboo canes for 

climbing beans. 

 

The main event is 19th-27th April, and although it 

may not rock the nation, it is worth advertising 

bean sticks. 

 

Doing some local research, I have found that suit-

able bamboo canes cost from about 50p each at the 

10 off rate to £1.20 each in local shops and small 

garden centres. They may be less in large centres. 

Prices would be buyer collects. 

 

This will give you some sort of guide for pricing. It 

might also be worth pushing the ógreenô credentials 

of buying local produce rather than canes that have 

travelled half way round the world. 

 

As this is more than you would get for any other 

use, and may use rods otherwise in between sizes, 

its worth thinking about. 

Subscriptions 
 

Subscriptions were due at the AGM so are now 

overdue.  

Membership is £10 per head.  

Cheques made out to Hampshire Coppice Crafts-

menôs Group, and sent to Phil Allen at 

 19 Bull Farm, 

 Kings Worthy, 

 Hampshire, 

 SO21 1AQ,  

You can also pay by standing order. Forms can 

be downloaded from the HCCG website, or ring 

Huw Edwards on 07773 453226 for a paper copy. 

 

For your suscription, you have the advantage of 

receiving the ñTellerò, offers such as the Tenax 

Deer Fencing, and for professional coppice work-

ers, your name will appear free on the list of 

members on the web site if you wish it to.  

 

This last is a new item, and will only be open to 

paid up members.  Advertising of this nature usu-

ally costs at least £20 a year, so is a bargain on 

itôs own at Ã10. 

 

In addition, there is the chance to attend various 

shows with other Coppice Craftsmen, and to take 

part in visits and social events. 

 

It makes sense, so pay your subs.! 

  

Timber available 

 
Does anyone want any Western Red Cedar timber 

from Chappets Copse?  We will be processing 

it for two weeks from 14th April to 25th 

April.   The sections come in 8 or 12ft lengths but 

can be cut down smaller if you need a different 

size.  If anyone is interested contact Mark : 

MarkL@hwt.org.uk 

  

mailto:MarkL@hwt.org.uk


Book Offer 
Professor Julian Evans is offering copies of his 

book, óBadgers, Beeches and Blistersô at the dis-

counted price of £7.50 to HCCG members (see 

enclosed leaflet). 
 

I have read the book, and while it is aimed at 

small woodland owners, like his other books, it is 

worth reading, and brings up some points that we 

might overlook in our efforts to get the work 

done. 
 

Julian is a member of HCCG and owns a wood 

near Steventon.    

Other Oddments 
HCCG is trying to advertise our activities to other 

Coppice Craftsmen and to others who may be inter-

ested in becoming Associate Members. 

 

One idea is to put cards in suitable village shops, and 

to have signs available to members with the HCCG 

logo on to put out with their own name at hedgelay-

ing, fencing sites etc. 

 

Have you got any other ideas? Let a member of the 

Committee know, so we can spread the word about 

coppice working in Hampshire. 

 

LHI Project Update 

Living History Project  
 

Peter Lane and Peter Jameson thank all those who agreed to be filmed as part of the Living History Pro-

ject. If you have not been filmed so far do not feel left out; it was solely an issue of time and geography. 

Happily HCCG is keeping the camera, so if you feel you have a story to tell get in touch and now the 

lottery funding deadline and target is passed and reached,  if only for this part of the project, we can film 

something óat our leisureô. 

 

Thank you for the hospitality shown by all, with a 

special mention to Jonathan Howe who cooked a 

memorable lamb dinner at which, following a 

mobile phone call from a friend, Jonathan, Mark 

Howard, Peter Lane and Peter Jameson were able 

to tune in to the second half of Dorset charcoal 

burner Jim Battleôs short feature on TV. Also 

thank you to Jo Walters for a memorable meal 

whilst filming Alan and Jo which softened the 

blow of the 150 mile round trip. 

 

Peter the Hurdle and Pete the Charcoal (akka Pe-

ter the Camera and Pete the Voice) 

Another Advertising Opportunity  

 

Hampshire Wildlife Trust have a Rural Trades Di-

rectory as a booklet and on the internet. 

 

Interested? look at www.rural-skills.org.uk  

or phone 01589 774 400. 

 

The web site gives a printable copy of the applica-

tion form which then has to be sent to HWT.  

 

At present, very few Hampshire Craftsmen are in the 

directory. Worth having a look at. 

Management Committee 

 
Jonathan Howe, 01264 861038 Chairman 

Simon Farndon, 01252 661226 

Vice-chairman 

Jon Rau, 01962 845995 Secretary 

Huw Edwards, Treasurer 07773 453226 

Christine Westcott, Member 02392 596720 

(The Teller co-editor) 

Tony Hales, Assoc 01264 810565 

(The Teller co-editor) 

Melvin Miles, Member 01256 770701 

Peter Jameson, Assoc 01202 603202 (Charcoal) 

Peter Lane, Member 01425 654413 

John Westcott, Member 02392 596720 

Toni Brannon, Assoc 02392 580988 



Apprenticesï An Update 
 

As most of you know, Darren Hammerton has taken on two apprentices under the Bill Hogarth Memo-

rial Apprenticeship Scheme. 
 

I asked him for an initial comment; ñI find them absolutely marvellousò he said. 
 

Darren was first approached by Mary Lewis about becoming a mentor for an apprentice in July or Au-

gust 2007. He was unsure about it at first, but being a 

trainer for the óWeek in the Woodsô event, he warmed 

to the idea and agreed. 
 

From the week in the woods, and other sources, sev-

eral potential apprentices were shortlisted, and two 

very strong candidates emerged. The interview panel 

of Jonathan Rau, Jonathan Howe, Mary Lewis and 

Darren could not decide between them. Jokingly, Dar-

ren asked if he could have both of them. Mary said she 

might be able to get funding for one of them for 3 

years and 1 year for the other. She now thinks she has 

funding for both of them for the full 3 years. Mike 

Briston and Pete Murray officially started the appren-

The Rest of the LHI Project 

 

The Local Heritage project is now nearing completion.  The leaflet is in draft form ready for sign-off, 

likewise the video. Canvas and metalwork 

is complete, and seats are ready. All that 

remains to do is the self guided trail 

around Crab Wood, the banner produc-

tion, and the portfolio.  Members will 

have seen the pictures of the model from 

previous Tellers, but here's a photo of the 

real thing after a few of the group stal-

warts had spent a day at Phil's place shav-

ing poles, splicing rope, and fitting metal-

work.  We're still aiming to put up all the 

shelters at Crab Wood on the 16th March, 

which will be an interesting exercise in 

timing and writing down a final "how to put the canvas 

up" instruction leaflet.  The photo shows, from left to 

right, Les Skinner's barrels with hazel hoops, Peter More's 

hazel bentwood chair, and Melvin Miles' spar seat.  All the 

seats will have cushions with text to tell the story of the 

hazel in the seat. 

  

Phil Allen 


