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Putting Life into your Landscape” July 2008 

 Chairman’s Letter  
 
With the coming of summer, the woods take on 
their green mantle and it always brings me great 
pleasure to see the young hazel shoots springing up 
from the recently cut coppice stools. If June and 
July are warm and damp the speed of growth of the 
stools never ceases to amaze me. I keep my fingers 
crossed that the deer leave them alone. Often they 
appear to have “got away” only to be grazed off in 
August when the deer are disturbed in the fields at 
harvest and seek sanctuary in great numbers in the 
woods. Often the first to be damaged are those 
stools under the shade of the Oaks because of their 
lesser height and softer, sweeter leaves. 
 
What ensures quality for the future is a good 6 foot 
of straight growth in that first year. It seems that 
winter frost and possibly autumn gales very fre-
quently damage the terminal buds, causing forking 
so the longer that first year’s growth the better! 

 
Many of the group visited Herriard Estate in early June where I reviewed the experi-
ments carried out by the Forestry Commission and myself in the 1990s; to test out many 
of the woodman’s theories about the right and wrong ways of managing coppice.   
 
One thing we tested was the effects of harvesting hazel at different times of the year. 
Areas were cut over in all 4 seasons then the regrowth was regularly measured. By the 
time of the next harvest 7 years later (all were harvested at the same time in the winter) 
the average height of the coppice shoots were not significantly different between those 
cut in any of the seasons. The summer cut had caught up with the autumn and winter 
cut. However, when the harvested poles were worked up for products it was a very dif-
ferent story. The number of useful poles of the height and quality to be used for hurdle 
sails and split rods was twice as many from the autumn and winter cut wood than the 
spring and summer cut material. The latter, though only slightly thinner in diameter 
lacked the straightness and was open and very forky which made it only suitable for 
beansticks and spars. 
 
The coppice craftsman has to make a living all year round, but I try and cut ahead in the 
winter so that I have winter cut material right up till the end of June by which time it is 
getting a little dry. If you have to cut in summer chose if possible mediocre coppice as it 
will be a great shame to spoil the best wood for the future, because it may be you want-
ing to harvest it again in 6 or 7 years time!            Jonathan Howe 

.Sales Opportunity 
  
Steven Cook, who is already estab-
lished as a bird seed supplier,  is 
launching his own ‘Conservation 
Grade’ bird seed. 
 
He is looking for bird feeders, bird 
tables, hurdles, seats and any other 
garden items to sell with it  
 
Contact him on 0844 815646 or  
info@glebefarmproducts.co.uk 

HCCG Insurance 
  
With Spring upon us and countryside 
fairs and shows being planned, Insur-
ance for those involved is an impor-
tant issue.  
 
Please remember that a benefit of 
membership of HCCG is access to 
the group's Public Liability Insur-
ance. This is available to full mem-
bers who are running courses in their 
skill area(s), and all members demon-
strating at shows under the HCCG 
banner.  
 
The scheme is limited (by cost) to 30 
members, and there is still cover 
available. Please contact me directly 
for further information. Cover is only 
available if the current year's sub-
scription has been paid, and brief de-
tails of the activity should be pro-
vided. 
 
Huw Edwards -Treasurer 
Tel:07773 453226 

Book Offer 
Professor Julian Evans is offering copies of his book, ‘Badgers, Beeches and Blisters’ at the discounted price of £7.50 to HCCG 
members. Contact Jonathan Rau for details of how to buy a copy. 
 
I have read the book, and while it is aimed at small woodland owners, like his other books, it is worth reading, and brings up 
some points that we might overlook in our efforts to get the work done. 
 
Julian is a member of HCCG and owns a wood near Steventon.    
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Events 
 
12th-13th July Queen Elizabeth Country Park Show 
   Contact Chris Westcott 
 
19th July  Curdridge Show 
   Contact Toni Brannon Expenses 
 
29th-31st July New Forest Show 
   Contact Jonathan Rau/ Peter Jameson 
 
30th August  Zionshill Copse 
   Contact  Boyce Jeffery 01264 368803 
    Jim Adkins01264 368811 

 

Tenax Deer Fencing 
 
This is still available to members of Hampshire Coppice 
Craftsmen’s Group at £80.54 per 1.8m x 100m roll. This is a 
saving of 35% on the standard price, so well worth paying 
your Subscription, without the other benefits. 
 
Cheques should be made payable to Hampshire County Coun-
cil. 

Management Committee 
 

Jonathan Howe, Member 01264 861038 Chairman 
Simon Farndon, Member 01252 661226 Vice-chairman 
Jon Rau, 01962 845995 Secretary 
Huw Edwards, Assoc. Treasurer 07773 453226 
Christine Westcott, Member 02392 596720 
(The Teller co-editor) 
Tony Hales, Assoc 01264 810565 
(The Teller co-editor) 
Peter Jameson, Assoc 01202 603202 (Charcoal) 
Peter Lane, Member 01425 654413 
John Westcott, Member 02392 596720 
Toni Brannon, Assoc 02392 580988 

Meeting at Crab Wood March 16th 
 
The objective of this meeting was to learn how to put up the 
shelters that Phil Allen has had made as part of the LHI pro-
ject, so of course the weather was damp, breezy and cold. 

 
Phil brought along the three seats; the bent wood, the barrel 
and the spar seat, all with their cushions telling the story of the 
history of this use of hazel. They were very comfortable and 
looked good. 
 
The first stage of putting up the shelter was to shave down the 
ends of the poles to fit the metal ends. Once this had been 
done, we could not only put up the shelter, but get the barbe-
cue lit, as it was being used as a prop for the other ends of the 
poles. 

A concerted group effort was made to put up one of the shel-
ters and with some persuasion it co-operated. 
 
Jo Waters lit the barbecue very efficiently using just a few 
pieces of paper, the silver birch bark and birch twigs being too 
damp, and some charcoal from Les Brannon and Pete 
Jameson soon got going. 
 
Phil showed the amended film and a couple of other films on 
the player that will be used for the display. 
 
The last bit was to take down the shelter in a fairly stiff 

breeze. Again an interesting exercise. 
 
I am glad to report that in spite of this unpromising beginning 
the shelters now go up and down a lot more easily so can be 
used by only a couple of people without having to get help 
from any other stray exhibitors. 

HCCG Logoed Clothing 
 
Clothing with the HCCG logo is available from Les and Toni 
Brannon. The manufacturers can also do an embroidered 
badge to stitch to your own clothing at £2.64 each. There is a 
minimum order of 50. 
 
Both the polo shirt and sweatshirt sizes are as follows; 
XS 36", S 38", M 40", L 42/44", XL 46", 2XL 48", 3XL 
50/52", 4XL 54". 
 
Please contact Les or Toni if you are interested in either cloth-
ing or badges.  

Possible Grants 
 
Information on the South East Woodland and Timber Fund 
(SEWTF) can be found on the FC website at http://www.
forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-77wchv, the quick guide and 
application form can be downloaded from the page.  
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Sparsholt Open Day 
 

Saturday 17th May 2008 saw the first public deployment of the 
complete LHI shelter. We had two “pram hood” shelters 
bracketing the gazebo – it felt like having a big top all to our-
selves! Erecting the kit on Friday afternoon was a bit of an 
adventure. The first shelter went up easy – we’d done it be-
fore. Adding the gazebo needed the designer – there has to be 
a first time for everything! Locating the second shelter was a 
precision guesswork job – another first. The best bit is that the 
gazebo anchors to the corners of the shelters and needs just 
the centre pole to increase the floor space by 50 percent. 

 
Saturday dawned typically cold and windy but we were soon 
all busy setting up shop in the new premises. Huw Edwards 
had brought half a coppice (less the stools) along to demon-
strate threading out and finished the day with some pea sticks 
and a pile of brash. On the way he sold bean poles, pea sticks, 
a couple of walking stick blanks and supplied a few rods to 
the hurdle makers. 
 
 Simon Farndon and Dave Curtis brought their moulds and 
turned a truckload of rods into show quality hurdles. The trou-
ble with Sparsholt as a sales venue is the distance visitors 
have to walk back to the car park; for these guys a good day 
means “ran out of business cards!” 
 

Les and Toni Brannon, as always, had a variety of easily port-
able products on show; Les demonstrated rake-making and 
Dave Lister made a lot of spars. Tony Hales had his gate hur-
dle making kit on display. 

There was good visitor interest in the artefacts that are part of 
the display. The bentwood chair was greatly admired and the 
barrels and cushion were good talking points. And the barrels 
are essential tools for erecting and dismantling the shelters. 
This day out was good practice for the New Forest Show 
where the signs are the HCCG will have a good turnout – 
looking forward to it! 
Tony Hales 
 

It’s a small world 
 

After Sparsholt, the Bank holiday weekend saw me on Gran-
dad duty in Blackpool; took the kids to Chipping Steam Fair 
and there fell into conversation with Owen Jones – he was 
making oak swill baskets. To my surprise he claimed a child-
hood in the New Forest and reeled off a list of Hampshire 
coppice names – Peter Lane, Jonathan Howe, Shane Cuffe, 
among others! So I bring back greetings from the north to 
those who remember him. Tony Hales 
 

Birdworld 
 
Hampshire Coppice Craftsmen’s Group gave a good showing 
at Birdworld’s Fun Farm Week in May. 
 
Les and Toni Brannon, Dave Lister, John, Chris and Kester 
Westcott and Peter Jameson all showed children some aspect 
of coppice work. 
 
Toni’s charcoal drawing was very popular and messy. Les let 
children (try) to make rake tines, Dave demonstrated spar and 
hurdle making, Kester, aided by Pete showed off the pole 
(bungee) lathe, and John and Chris made butter knives and 
spoons. Pete also made a few spars. 
 
Although it was not lucrative for the people taking part, there 
have been a lot of hits on the web-site as a result of the show. 
This is potentially of use to all members as their products and 
services are now displayed on the web-site. 
 
Chris Westcott 
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Green Fair at the Sustainability Centre 
 

Hampshire Coppice Craftsmen’s Group was well represented at the Green 
Fair, although we were spread around a bit, because Darren has a fixed place, 
and we (Wesnet Services Ltd.) needed a lot of room and were periodically 
noisy. 
 
HCCG had one of the new shelters, together with the seats, and of course a 
banner. Otherwise, Les and Toni Brannon were demonstrating rake making, 
allowing the children to make the tines with varying degrees of success, Dave 
Lister was spar making, Alan Waters was making plant wigwams, Darren 
Hammerton and his merry men were shingle making, and John, Chris and Ke-
ster Westcott were firewood processing, pole lathe turning and green wood-
working. A good variety of coppice craftsmen’s work. 
 
Overall the Fair was very interesting. There were a number of alternative en-
ergy suppliers such as veggie powered cars, solar and wind power and wood fuel both as logs and chips. Covers had a stand as 
they have an outlet in Chichester where you can get a lot of things for making your house ‘greener’. Most of the countryside 
groups like the South Downs Joint Committee (AONB), Wildlife Trust, RSPB and local bat group came. There was a choice of 
food, and a good selection of other ‘green’ stalls including the one next to us which has found a use for an exercise bike to power 

a washing machine. 
 
The weather was good, it was well organised, and there were plenty of visitors. All of us 
had a good day and enjoyed it very much. Our thanks to Janet and the others for all the 
hard work that went into making it a successful day. 
 
Chris Westcott 

Billhook Presentation    

The presentation of billhooks by Phil Allen to the Coppice Apprentices Mike and Pete took place during the Green Fair at the 
Sustainability Centre at East Meon and celebrates their becoming the 100th and 101st members of the group. 

The Green Fair was the first time that the Coppice Group’s new display, funded by the Lottery Heritage Fund, was used. (see pic-
ture above). 

Mary Lewis, seen next to Phil, obtained funding from the Bill 
Hogarth Memorial Trust and arranged the “Week in the 
Woods” course that was part of the selection process for the 
apprentices. Their mentor Darren Hammerton is ensuring that 
as apprentices they acquire a broad range of knowledge and 
skills relating to coppice crafts and working oak. 

Modified from the press release by Toni Brannon 
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Milland Rural Fair 
 
Phil Allen and Darren Hammerton demonstrated at Milland 
Rural Fair, with Kester Westcott being a refugee from the 17th 
century on Darren’s pitch. 
 
Phil demonstrated tent peg making, Darren made some hur-
dles, and Kester did some pole lathe turning, again using the 
bungee because of lack of space. Chris Westcott was spinning 
wool quietly in the back of the tent-another refugee from the 
17th century.  
 
There was quite a lot of interest from visitors, but whether 
these will lead to anything we will have to see. Again, the 
Coppice Craftsmen’s Group was visible to the public, which 
must help us as a group, and hopefully as individuals. 
 
Chris Westcott 
 

HCCG at the Bodger’s Ball. 
 
 

The bodger’s ball is the Association of Pole Lathe Turners 
and Green Wood Workers annual get together. This year it 
involved near on 200 members from all over the world. 
So why am I writing this article? Well twofold really; one 
there were at least 6 members of HCCG there over the week-
end, and two Pete ‘the Charcoal’ Jameson has asked me to put 
in my contribution (something to do with dyslexic fingers and 
me having a spell checker) [A mixture of Publisher and the 
Editor (Mums have multiple uses)]. 
 
This years event was held at Horton-Cum-Studely, Oxford-
shire, so not far to go then even if Oxford outer ring road is in 
the way.  
 
On arriving we were directed to the camping area and found 

Pete and others we knew, so we set up in their general vicin-
ity. Next job; put up the tents and then find out where to set up 
the lathe etc. After some head scratching it was decided that 
as Pete was having to head home for the Saturday stint with 
the kids, I could use his lathe for the price of a new lathe cord 
(paid after about 2 hours on Saturday as the length of sisal that 
Pete had left me went twang). 
 
Once settled we found the two important things on any camp-
ing holiday; the toilet and the bar (not necessarily in that or-
der) and the barbeques were lit with of course, best Hamp-

shire/Dorset charcoal and the bring your own dinner com-
menced. We also had to book in (when all the name badges 
had been sorted). 
 
Saturday morning was bright with a little mist. This lifted 
about 10 and the sun finally burned the cloud off. After the 
welcome from the Chairman and a quick show of hand from 
us newbies (0ver50%) we got down to the job of spending 
money on tools and turning. Although I didn’t  take part in 
any of the competitions it was nice to watch the fun and 
games involved in the free form team chair making competi-
tion.  Much fun was had by all and we even managed to learn 
something.  
 
Kester Westcott 
 

Forestry Commission Update 
 
The Forestry Commission have published a Draft Consulta-
tion version of the "Managing Ancient and Native Woodland - 
Practice Guide". www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-7f3ben 
With a deadline for comments of the 22nd August 2008 
 
For further information on the national policy on Ancient 
Woodland “Keepers of Time”: www.forestry.gov.uk/
keepersoftime 
 
EWGS is  open for applications  for 2009/10 and those wish-
ing  to  apply for funding for WIG for coppicing and  other  
related works  should get their applications  in - http://www.
forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-6dccen 
 

The Times They Are A-changin 
 Said Bob Dylan in 1963.  

 
The same can now be said for our woodlands. Although in a 
constant state of flux, demonstrated not least through their 
growth or management, we do seem to be reaching a water-
shed where widespread and significant changes are likely to 
impact upon our woodlands and forests.  
 
The key mechanism for this is climate change either through 
its direct consequences such as increased storm damage and 
changing species distributions, or through the actions to adapt 
to, or mitigate the impacts of climate change, such as the in-
creased use of wood fuel and other local woodland/forestry 
products.  
 
At the same time changes in global economics and the de-
mand for energy and other resources will further magnify the 
focus on the sustainable management of the regions wood-
lands and forests 
 
As well as change these factors also bring opportunity and 
increased awareness of the benefits of local woodland/forestry 
produce. Whether it is the humble bean stick, sawn timber, 
wood chip or pellets, demand for woodland products is likely 
to increase rapidly and remain strong. 
 
A range  of funding is  available through the Rural Develop-
ment Program for England  to  support business willing  to 
take these opportunities and help deliver sustainable manage-
ment. A breakdown of these will be provided  in the next is-
sue. 
Jonathan Rau 
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Visit to Herriard Estate 
 

HCCG visited  part of the Herriard Estate, where Simon Farn-
don cuts coppice, at the beginning of June. 
 
We were met by the owner, Mr. Jervoise, the agent, William 
Hamer, Simon and Jonathan Howe, who was involved in 
some coppice experiments there some years ago. 
 
We started with coffee in the shooting lodge, then having all 
gathered ourselves, we drove a little way to the coppice areas. 
 

 
 
 
The estate manages the 
coppice more for shoot-
ing than for product, 
and how this affects the 
work was explained by 
William Hamer. We 
had a look at Simon’s 
latest coupe, including 
some he had been 
asked to cut recently. 
This was far too late for 
normal cutting, but the 
estate wanted this bit 
cleared to make the 
coupe even age. 
 
 
 
 

There was some discussion about summer cutting, as the 
Habitat Directives seem to be working towards banning cut-
ting between the beginning of June and the beginning of Au-
gust if there is any chance of dormouse presence. Several peo-
ple expressed the view that the Habitat Directives may get in 
the way of sensible forestry and coppice work, and may result 
in more woods becoming derelict because it is too difficult to 
manage them. 
 
The next stop was at an area that had been cleared for driving 
pheasants. William understood that it would never be good 
coppice, but having cut two slots either side for driving, he 
felt that cutting the middle would be better than leaving it to 
become derelict. 

 

The areas we had seen so far had not been deer fenced, as 
these would get in the way of the shoot. We then saw about 
5ha that had been deer fenced. Mr. Jervois explained that the 
fence was well away from the track, and rather too close to the 
first stool, because he needed to be able to get a swipe to the 
track edge vegetation and keep the track away from the can-
opy so it dried and lasted longer. William told us that this cop-
pice would be regarded as the priority as far as the forestry 
side of the estate was concerned because it was protected from 
deer. 

The last area we saw was the one where the HCC experiments 
were carried out. This had been fenced with rabbit net at the 
bottom and stock net at the top, which as many of you will 
know was the main way of protecting coppice at that time. 
Jonathan Howe explained some of the parameters tested such 
as open or shaded, bill hook or chain saw cut, high or low cut, 
and summer or winter cut. He hopes to write more on these 
experiments in a later issue of the Teller, but the main differ-
ences were that winter cut stools produced more rods overall, 
with more of them being splitters, that high cut stools (up to 
30 cm.) caused more stool death than low cut, and that as ex-
pected, shaded stools did not do so well. He has given some of 
the information in his Chairman’s Letter on page 1. 
 
I think it was very brave of Simon to arrange this visit, and 
good of William Hamer and Mr. Jervoise to allow a lot of 
coppice craftsmen in to be less than tactful about their man-
agement. Thanks to Simon for arranging the meeting and for 
Mr. Jervois and William Hamer for making us welcome and 
showing us around. 
 
It was a very enjoyable visit, and the weather was good for us, 
so generally a good time was had by all. 
 
Chris Westcott 
 

LHI Update 
 

The canvas and the leaflet are complete,. Peter Lane and Peter 
Jameson have done a great job in capturing oral histories, and 
the video is almost complete. The next major step is to have  
the banners printed and the video system set up ready for QE.  
 
Huw has some great photos of the canvas up in its full glory 
for the first time. [Some of these are shown elsewhere in the 
Teller and see the HCCG website www.hampshirecoppice.
org] 
 
Phil Allen 


