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Chairman'’s Letter

With the coming of summer, the woods take (¢
their green mantle and it always brings me gre
pleasure to see the young hazel shoots springing
from the recently cut coppice stools. If June a
July are warm and damp the speed of growth of {
stools never ceases to amaze me. | keep my fing
crossed that the deer leave them alone. Often t
appear to have “got away” only to be grazed off
August when the deer are disturbed in the fields
harvest and seek sanctuary in great numbers in
woods. Often the first to be damaged are thg
stools under the shade of the Oaks because of t

.Sales Opportunity

Steven Cook, who is already estab}
lished as a bird seed supplier, is
launching his own ‘Conservation
Grade’ bird seed.

He is looking for bird feeders, bird
tables, hurdles, seats and any othe
garden items to sell with it

=

Contact him on 0844 815646 or
info@glebefarmproducts.co.uk

lesser height and softer, sweeter leaves.

What ensures quality for the future is a good @ fq
of straight growth in that first year. It seemstth
winter frost and possibly autumn gales very fr
quently damage the terminal buds, causing forki
so the longer that first year’s growth the better!

Many of the group visited Herriard Estate in ealyne where | reviewed the exper
ments carried out by the Forestry Commission andetfiyn the 1990s; to test out man
of the woodman'’s theories about the right and wreags of managing coppice.

One thing we tested was the effects of harvestamphat different times of the year
Areas were cut over in all 4 seasons then the vafravas regularly measured. By th
time of the next harvest 7 years later (all werevéisted at the same time in the winte
the average height of the coppice shoots wereigoifisantly different between those
cut in any of the seasons. The summer cut had taygkith the autumn and winter
cut. However, when the harvested poles were wougetbr products it was a very dif-
ferent story. The number of useful poles of thegheand quality to be used for hurdl
sails and split rods was twice as many from theiraantand winter cut wood than thg
spring and summer cut material. The latter, thoagly slightly thinner in diameter
lacked the straightness and was open and very fatkgh made it only suitable for,
beansticks and spars.

The coppice craftsman has to make a living all yeand, but | try and cut ahead in th
winter so that | have winter cut material righttilpthe end of June by which time it ig
getting a little dry. If you have to cut in sumnuodrose if possible mediocre coppice as
will be a great shame to spoil the best wood ferfttture, because it may be you wan
ing to harvest it again in 6 or 7 years time!  Jonathan Howe

HCCG Insurance

With Spring upon us and countrysigle
fairs and shows being planned, Inspr-
ance for those involved is an imporn
tant issue.

Please remember that a benefit of
membership of HCCG is access to
the group's Public Liability Insur-
ance. This is available to full mem-
bers who are running courses in th
skill area(s), and all members dem
strating at shows under the HCCG
banner.

Bir
bN-

The scheme is limited (by cost) to 30
members, and there is still cover
available. Please contact me directly
for further information. Cover is only
available if the current year's sub-
scription has been paid, and brief d
tails of the activity should be pro-
vided.

e_

Huw Edwards -Treasurer
Tel:07773 453226

Book Offer

Professor Julian Evans is offering copies of hiskyéBadgers, Beeches and Blisters’ at the dis@aiptice of £7.50 to HCCG

members. Contact Jonathan Rau for details of hdwyoa copy.

I have read the book, and while it is aimed at smabdland owners, like his other books, it is womtading, and brings up

some points that we might overlook in our effoaget the work done.

Julian is a member of HCCG and owns a wood neaeten.




Events

12th-13th July Queen Elizabeth Country Park Show
Contact Chris Westcott

19th July Curdridge Show
Contact Toni Brannon Expenses

29th-31st July New Forest Show
Contact Jonathan Rau/ Peter Jameson

30th August Zionshill Copse
Contact Boyce Jeffery 01264 368803
Jim Adkins01264 368811

Tenax Deer Fencing

This is still available to members of Hampshire fiop
Craftsmen’s Group at £80.54 per 1.8m x 100m rdiisTs a
saving of 35% on the standard price, so well wpgeking
your Subscription, without the other benefits.

Cheques should be made payable to Hampshire CQmiy-
cil.

Possible Grants

Information on the South East Woodland and Timherd=
(SEWTF) can be found on the FC website at http:ifww
forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-77wchv, the quick daiand
application form can be downloaded from the page.

Meeting at Crab Wood March 16"

The objective of this meeting was to learn howubyp the
shelters that Phil Allen has had made as parteof thl pro-
ject, so of course the weather was damp, breezyaidd

Phil brought along the three seats; the bent wtedbarrel
and the spar seat, all with their cushions teltheystory of the
history of this use of hazel. They were very corable and
looked good.

The first stage of putting up the shelter was @vshdown the
ends of the poles to fit the metal ends. Oncehthsbeen
done, we could not only put up the shelter, butlgetarbe-
cue lit, as it was being used as a prop for therathds of the
poles.

Management Committee

Jonathan Howe, Member 01264 861038 Chairman

Simon Farndon, Member 01252 661226 Vice-chairman

Jon Rau, 01962 845995 Secretary

Huw Edwards, Assoc. Treasurer 07773 453226
Christine Westcott, Member 02392 596720

(The Teller co-editor)

Tony Hales, Assoc 01264 810565

(The Teller co-editor)

Peter Jameson, Assoc 01202 603202 (Charcoal)
Peter Lane, Member 01425 654413

John Westcott, Member 02392 596720

Toni Brannon, Assoc 02392 580988

A concerted group effort was made to put up orthefhel-
ters and with some persuasion it co-operated.

Jo Waters lit the barbecue very efficiently usiangtja few
pieces of paper, the silver birch bark and bircig$vbeing too
damp, and some charcoal from Les Brannon and Pete
Jameson soon got going.

Phil showed the amended film and a couple of dilms on
the player that will be used for the display.

The last bit was to take down the shelter in dyfaitiff

breeze. Again an interesting exercise.

| am glad to report that in spite of this unpromisbeginning
the shelters now go up and down a lot more easias be
used by only a couple of people without havingebelp
from any other stray exhibitors.

HCCG Logoed Clothing

Clothing with the HCCG logo is available from Lexdar oni
Brannon. The manufacturers can also do an embexder
badge to stitch to your own clothing at £2.64 eddtere is a
minimum order of 50.

Both the polo shirt and sweatshirt sizes are dovist
XS 36", S 38", M 40", L 42/44", XL 46", 2XL 48", 3X
50/52", 4XL 54",

Please contact Les or Toni if you are interestegithrer cloth-
ing or badges.



Sparsholt Open Day

Saturday 1% May 2008 saw the first public deployment of the

complete LHI shelter. We had two “pram hood” shalte
bracketing the gazebo — it felt like having a lap all to our-
selves! Erecting the kit on Friday afternoon wdmtaf an
adventure. The first shelter went up easy — weltedbbe-
fore. Adding the gazebo needed the designer — tieesdo be
a first time for everything! Locating the seconelsér was a
precision guesswork job — another first. The bédshhat the
gazebo anchors to the corners of the shelters eedisrjust
the centre pole to increase the floor space byes6emt.

Saturday dawned typically cold and windy but weevsoon
all busy setting up shop in the new premises. Hawdrds
had brought half a coppice (less the stools) atordgmon-
strate threading out and finished the day with speesticks
and a pile of brash. On the way he sold bean ppé&sssticks,
a couple of walking stick blanks and supplied a feds to
the hurdle makers.

Simon Farndon and Dave Curtis brought their moalus
turned a truckload of rods into show quality husdi€he trou-
ble with Sparsholt as a sales venue is the distaisiers
have to walk back to the car park; for these gugea day
means “ran out of business cards!”

Les and Toni Brannon, as always, had a varietyasilyport-
able products on show; Les demonstrated rake-maiidg
Dave Lister made a lot of spars. Tony Hales hadjais hur-
dle making kit on display.

There was good visitor interest in the artefacés éne part of
the display. The bentwood chair was greatly ad ménedi the
barrels and cushion were good talking points. Arahkarrels
are essential tools for erecting and dismantlimgsthelters.
This day out was good practice for the New Forbsivs
where the signs are the HCCG will have a good tufrro
looking forward to it!

Tony Hales

It's a small world

After Sparsholt, the Bank holiday weekend saw mé&aoam-
dad duty in Blackpool; took the kids to Chipping&t Fair
and there fell into conversation with Owen Jonég-was
making oak swill baskets. To my surprise he clairmethild-
hood in the New Forest and reeled off a list of lgahire
coppice names — Peter Lane, Jonathan Howe, Shdfes Cu
among others! So | bring back greetings from thehim
those who remember hifiony Hales

Birdworld

Hampshire Coppice Craftsmen’s Group gave a goodisigo
at Birdworld’s Fun Farm Week in May.

Les and Toni Brannon, Dave Lister, John, Chris ldester
Westcott and Peter Jameson all showed children sepect
of coppice work.

Toni's charcoal drawing was very popular and meksyg. let
children (try) to make rake tines, Dave demonstrafar and
hurdle making, Kester, aided by Pete showed offtile
(bungee) lathe, and John and Chris made butteekrand
spoons. Pete also made a few spars.

Although it was not lucrative for the people takimart, there
have been a lot of hits on the web-site as a reétifte show.
This is potentially of use to all members as tpeaducts and
services are now displayed on the web-site.

Chris Westcott



Green Fair at the Sustainability Centre

Hampshire Coppice Craftsmen’s Group was well repres] at the Green
Fair, although we were spread around a bit, becBasen has a fixed place,
and we (Wesnet Services Ltd.) needed a lot of ranthwere periodically
noisy.

HCCG had one of the new shelters, together wittséas, and of course a
banner. Otherwise, Les and Toni Brannon were detraiimtgy rake making,
allowing the children to make the tines with vagytegrees of success, Dave
Lister was spar making, Alan Waters was makingtplagwams, Darren
Hammerton and his merry men were shingle makind, Jatn, Chris and Ke-
ster Westcott were firewood processing, pole latheing and green wood-
working. A good variety of coppice craftsmen’s work

Overall the Fair was very interesting. There wenaimber of alternative en-

ergy suppliers such as veggie powered cars, sothwind power and wood fuel both as logs and ct@users had a stand as

they have an outlet in Chichester where you cam det of things for making your house ‘greenerodflof the countryside

groups like the South Downs Joint Committee (AONB)ldlife Trust, RSPB and local bat group came. rEhe@as a choice of

food, and a good selection of other ‘green’ staltuding the one next to us which has found afasan exercise bike to power
a washing machine.

The weather was good, it was well organised, aackttvere plenty of visitors. All of us
had a good day and enjoyed it very much. Our thamksnet and the others for all the
hard work that went into making it a successful.day

Chris Westcott

Billhook Presentation

The presentation of billhooks by Phil Allen to tBeppice Apprentices Mike and Pete took place duttiegGreen Fair at the
Sustainability Centre at East Meon and celebréieis becoming the 100th and 101st members of thepgr

The Green Fair was the first time that the Cop@ceup’s new display, funded by the Lottery Herit&gand, was used. (see pic-
ture above).

Mary Lewis, seen next to Phil, obtained fundingrirthe Bill
Hogarth Memorial Trust and arranged the “Week i th
Woods” course that was part of the selection poémsthe
apprentices. Their mentor Darren Hammerton is émguhat
as apprentices they acquire a broad range of kiogwland
skills relating to coppice crafts and working oak.

Modified from the press release by Toni Brannon



Milland Rural Fair

Phil Allen and Darren Hammerton demonstrated atavid
Rural Fair, with Kester Westcott being a refugesrfthe 17
century on Darren’s pitch.

Phil demonstrated tent peg making, Darren made $nme
dles, and Kester did some pole lathe turning, agsiing the
bungee because of lack of space. Chris Westcotspiaging
wool quietly in the back of the tent-another refadgem the
17th century.

There was quite a lot of interest from visitorst hether
these will lead to anything we will have to seeahy the
Coppice Craftsmen’s Group was visible to the pyllikich
must help us as a group, and hopefully as individua

Chris Westcott

HCCG at the Bodger’s Ball.

The bodger’s ball is the Association of Pole Lafleners
and Green Wood Workers annual get together. Ttasiye
involved near on 200 members from all over the dorl

So why am | writing this article? Well twofold réalone
there were at least 6 members of HCCG there oeewtek-
end, and two Pete ‘the Charcoal’ Jameson has askedd put
in my contribution (something to do with dyslexinders and
me having a spell checker) [A mixture of Publishad the
Editor (Mums have multiple uses)].

This years event was held at Horton-Cum-Studelypfoix
shire, so not far to go then even if Oxford outeg road is in
the way.

On arriving we were directed to the camping arehfaond

Pete and others we knew, so we set up in theirrgewiein-
ity. Next job; put up the tents and then find oltere to set up
the lathe etc. After some head scratching it wasdee that
as Pete was having to head home for the Saturtaynéth

the kids, | could use his lathe for the price ofeav lathe cord
(paid after about 2 hours on Saturday as the lenfggisal that
Pete had left me went twang).

Once settled we found the two important things ioyp @amp-
ing holiday; the toilet and the bar (not necesganilthat or-
der) and the barbeques were lit with of courset, Hasnp-

shire/Dorset charcoal and the bring your own diraten-
menced. We also had to book in (when all the naadgbs
had been sorted).

Saturday morning was bright with a little mist. Jifted
about 10 and the sun finally burned the cloud Affer the
welcome from the Chairman and a quick show of Hamah
us newbies (Over50%) we got down to the job of dpen
money on tools and turning. Although I didn’t tgkart in
any of the competitions it was nice to watch the dnd
games involved in the free form team chair makiognpeti-
tion. Much fun was had by all and we even mandgédearn
something.

Kester Westcott

Forestry Commission Update

The Forestry Commission have publishedraft Consulta-
tion version of the "Managing Ancient and Native ¢dtand -
Practice Guide". www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/inifBben
With a deadline for comments of the 22nd August®00

For further information on the national policy ondent
Woodland “Keepers of Timeivww.forestry.gov.uk/

keepersoftime

EWGS is open for applications for 2009/10 andséhwish-
ing to apply for funding for WIG for coppicing dnother
related works should get their applications ftp://www.
forestry.gov.uk/forestry/infd-6dccen

The Times They Are A-changin
Said Bob Dylan in 1963.

The same can now be said for our woodlands. Althong
constant state of flux, demonstrated not leasutincheir
growth or management, we do seem to be reachiregerw
shed where widespread and significant changeskaig to
impact upon our woodlands and forests.

The key mechanism for this is climate change eiterugh
its direct consequences such as increased stormagiaand
changing species distributions, or through theoastio adapt
to, or mitigate the impacts of climate change, saskthe in-
creased use of wood fuel and other local woodlanelétry
products.

At the same time changes in global economics aadi¢h
mand for energy and other resources will furthegmify the
focus on the sustainable management of the regions-
lands and forests

As well as change these factors also bring oppitytamd
increased awareness of the benefits of local woodiarestry
produce. Whether it is the humble bean stick, sénvher,
wood chip or pellets, demand for woodland prodigtikely
to increase rapidly and remain strong.

Arange of funding is available through the Rubalelop-
ment Program for England to support businessngillto
take these opportunities and help deliver sustéénalanage-
ment. A breakdown of these will be provided in tiext is-
sue.

Jonathan Rau



Visit to Herriard Estate

HCCG visited part of the Herriard Estate, whema@i Farn-
don cuts coppice, at the beginning of June.

We were met by the owner, Mr. Jervoise, the ag#iitiam
Hamer, Simon and Jonathan Howe, who was involved in
some coppice experiments there some years ago.

We started with coffee in the shooting lodge, thawing all
gathered ourselves, we drove a little way to thgpae areas.

The estate manages the
coppice more for shoot-
ing than for product,
and how this affects the
work was explained by
William Hamer. We

had a look at Simon’s
latest coupe, including
some he had been
asked to cut recently.
This was far too late for
normal cutting, but the
estate wanted this bit
cleared to make the
coupe even age.

There was some discussion about summer cuttingeas
Habitat Directives seem to be working towards bagrmiut-
ting between the beginning of June and the beginafrAu-
gust if there is any chance of dormouse presereeeral peo-
ple expressed the view that the Habitat Directivay get in
the way of sensible forestry and coppice work, auag result
in more woods becoming derelict because it is iffcdlt to
manage them.

The next stop was at an area that had been cléarddving
pheasants. William understood that it would newegbod
coppice, but having cut two slots either side favidg, he
felt that cutting the middle would be better thaaving it to
become derelict.

The areas we had seen so far had not been deedfax
these would get in the way of the shoot. We thenaizout
5ha that had been deer fenced. Mr. Jervois explahme the
fence was well away from the track, and ratherdose to the
first stool, because he needed to be able to gete to the
track edge vegetation and keep the track away fhencan-
opy so it dried and lasted longer. William toldthat this cop-
pice would be regarded as the priority as far afahestry
side of the estate was concerned because it wiected from
deer.

The last area we saw was the one where the HCCGimexds
were carried out. This had been fenced with rafdtitat the
bottom and stock net at the top, which as manyoafwill
know was the main way of protecting coppice at timag¢.
Jonathan Howe explained some of the parameteesiteath
as open or shaded, bill hook or chain saw cut, bigbw cut,
and summer or winter cut. He hopes to write mor¢hese
experiments in a later issue of the Teller, butrttan differ-
ences were that winter cut stools produced mors ovdrall,
with more of them being splitters, that high cuatod$ (up to
30 cm.) caused more stool death than low cut, laaidats ex-
pected, shaded stools did not do so well. He ha&angome of
the information in his Chairman’s Letter on page 1.

| think it was very brave of Simon to arrange Wist, and
good of William Hamer and Mr. Jervoise to allowoa df
coppice craftsmen in to be less than tactful abioeit man-
agement. Thanks to Simon for arranging the meetimyfor
Mr. Jervois and William Hamer for making us welcoara
showing us around.

It was a very enjoyable visit, and the weather g@sd for us,
so generally a good time was had by all.

Chris Westcott
LHI Update

The canvas and the leaflet are complete,. Peter had Peter
Jameson have done a great job in capturing orrigs, and
the video is almost complete. The next major step have
the banners printed and the video system set wly fea QE.

Huw has some great photos of the canvas up inlitglbry
for the first time. [Some of these are shown elsawtin the
Teller and see the HCCG website www.hampshirece@ppic

org]

Phil Allen



